
 
MALAYSIA  
(+12hrs ahead of Miami right now) Borders with Brunei, Thailand & Indonesia 

 
 

CAPITAL:  Kuala Lumpur      POPULATION: 30,949,962 (July 2016 est.) (2,865,000 Christians) 
 
LANGUAGE: Bahasa Malay (official), English, Chinese, Tamil, plus several indigenous languages in 
East Malaysia.  
 
RELIGIONS: Islam (official) 61.3%, Buddhist 19.8%, Christian 9.2%, Hindu 6.3%, Confucianism, Taoism, 
other traditional Chinese religions 1.3%, other 0.4% (2010 est.) 
 
Christians in Malaysia face high levels of persecution by Islamist extremists.  
 
The government has the power to “control or restrict the propagation of any religious doctrine or belief 
among persons professing the religion of Islam.”  
 
Malaysia has a parallel legal system -  civil law and sharia law (law based on the Quran) - with certain 
civil matters for Muslims covered by sharia. 
 
Religious conversions are very controversial. Individuals wanting to become Christians have been fined, 
detained and even physically punished for converting.  Renouncing Islam is a criminal offense in some 
states. Some Muslim clerics consider leaving Islam apostasy and compare it to treason - a crime 
punishable by death. 
 
The government criminalizes speech that “promotes ill will, hostility or hatred on the grounds of religion.” 
- In other words, anything they consider insulting to Islam. (In 2015 an opposition politician was 
sentenced to 16 months in prison for a social media posting.) 
 
***IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND*** 

➔ Be extra wise with what’s published on personal and ministry social media. A simple post can 
have serious consequences for our hosts, their churches and their families, as well as for future 
visits from our team.  

➔ Please do not publish photos or videos about children accepting Christ. As mentioned above, it 
is illegal for Muslims to convert, and it gets even more complicated if they’re underage.  

➔ Avoid posts that may sound like an attack on Islam or Mohammed - they can be easily taken out 
of context, misinterpreted and used against our team & our hosts.  

◆ Avoid wording such as, “Muslim/former Muslim accepts Christ…” 
 

This is not about being seeker-friendly. This is about being wise and strategic so we don’t cause 
unnecessary grief in Malaysia.  

 

https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/malaysia/
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/malaysia/
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/256331.pdf
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/256331.pdf
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/05/islamic-conversion-custody-conundrum-malaysia-160530053731097
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/religious-conversion-and-sharia-law

